1897: A Retrospect.
The year of Jubilee has come to an end?the year in which people of every class have vied with one another in celebrating the Record Reign of our gracious Queen has vanished into the limbo of the past; and now, on the very first day of the opening year?for does not our title page bear the date of New Year's Day ??we take the opportunity of wishing to our readers all health, happiness, and prosperity. Every year has characteristics of its own, and no one can turn over the publications, the books, the periodicals, and the newspapers of the year 1897 without perceiving that its whole literature has been tinged with an air of retrospect. Whatever the subject of the hour, writers have striven with one accord to compare the present with the past; the title " 1837?1897" has been made a prominent headline in relation with every conceivable topic; and it must be confessed that many people have become rather tired of retrospect in every shape and form. Still, as years roll by, and as one after another they take their place in history, it is well, even if only as an exercise in selfexamination, to look over the events of the past; and so it happens that, full as the year has been of retrospects, we commence the new one with yet another?a Retrospect of 1897.
The Hospital.
And first we must say a word in regard to the continued success and prosperity, and the constantlyenlarging circulation of The Hospital?a success which should be gratifying to its readers, its editors, and its proprietors alike. As to the latter we need say nothing, the matter is one which goes without saying; as to our readers, they may feel assured that the more prosperous the paper the greater will be the return which they will get for their subscription; and as to ourselves, while accepting with due gratitude the compliment which is implied in an increasing circulation, we may express the hope that it also means an appreciation and an approval of the step which was taken a little more than a year ago in arranging for a joint editorship, with the object of keeping The Hospital more fully in touch with the actualities of medical science.
The Hospital is now produced under the joint editorship of Sir Henry Burdett and Dr. Solomon Smith, with the assistance of a considerable staff of helpers in the various departments of knowledge which are dealt with every week, and we have every reason to believe that this method of collaboration has proved useful to the paper and acceptable to its readers. The utility of this method of diagnosis in typhoid fever has been fairly established, and it has been largely brought into practical operation during the year. No doubt the interpretation of the reaction is in many cases far from certain, and is complicated by the facts that the reaction itself is always a matter of degree, and that its occurrence is influenced by past as well as by present illness; still, it is an additional and very useful means of diagnosis in doubtful cases, and has proved of considerable utility in giving a clue to medical officers of health. As seems to be inevitable in these matters, the Americans were before us in taking official cognisance of the new method, and rendering it available for use by the profession ; but one of the most striking instances of its applicability is to be found in the recent outbreak of milk typhoid in Clifton, where the medical officer of health, suspecting that some recent cases of " influenza" might really be cases of enteric, volunteered to examine the blood by "Widal's test. Seventy-six specimens of blood were examined, and most of them gave a positive reaction.
The development of the epidemic quickly showed it to be one of typhoid fever of a virulent type.
Sebum Treatment. 
